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A F aithful Account of ſome Tranſactions, 
in the Three Laſt Seſſions of 2 5 
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SIR, 


Ask your Pardon for omitting to give you an Account of the Two 

Laſt Seſſions ; But an Affair of ſome Moment was upon the Anvile, 

which I was willing to ſee the Iſſue of, ere I wrote to you again; 
and that hath delay'd my Intelligence. I knew, how welcome the 

News of an Accommodation would be to you; and was in hopes, that by 

this time I might have ſent you word of it. But I find, if I ſtay till that 

happens, I may wait long enough : And ſince I cannot ſend you an Ac- 


count, that our Unhappy Differences are ended, I muſt be contented to 


inform you(as I have hitherto done) on what Foot they at preſent continue. 
On Monday February g. Archdeacon Beveridge came into the Houſe, to 


which he had been a Stranger, for ſome Seſſions, and made a Long and 


Patbetick Speech, upon the Diſpute at preſent depending between the 


Two Houſes. In uit, he took an Occaſion freely to declare his Opinion 
upon ſeveral Heads, to the Advantage of Thoſe, who have been on the 


'Lower Houſe ſide in this Diſpute. He own'd that the Clergy's Right | 
of Aſſembling concurrently with every Parliament, and of Treating and 


Concluding on ſeveral Points of great 1 without a Royal 


Licenſe, was demonſtrated i in ſome late Writings. I give you the very | 


Word he usd on this Occaſion; and he ſpake it with ſuch a particular 


Accent and Emphaſis, as ſhew'd what he ſaid to proceed from a Thorough 


Conviction of his adgment: He added, upon the Head of Adjournments, 


That the Tranſmiſſion of the Schedule l into the Lower Houſe, did not give 


an Immediate Interruption to the Debates of the Clergy, but left them at 


Liberty, during the Synodical Day; ta proceed on in their Buſineſs, and 
to publiſh the Adjournment when they thought fit. He earneſtly Exhort- 
ed Both Sides to Union and Peace, and to think of ſuch Methods of Heal- 


ing the Breach, as might ſecure the Lower Houſes Liberty, and yet not 


intrench on the Archbiſhop's Authority. Aud he was perſwaged, he ſaid, 


that this might eaſily be effected, if they once ſet about it in good Earne#t, and 
| abated a little in their Pretenſions upon Each Other, 


This Speech he utter'd with great Gravity and Concern; And it had 


its Effect. For immediately there appear d a General Diſpoſition in the 
Houſe towards entring on the Methods he propos d. A long Debate aroſe 
upon it, which was manag'd on either fide, with great Temper and De- 


Cency; and the Reſult of it was, * That a Committee ſhould be appointed 


to conlider of an Expedien for compoſing, the Preſent Difference about 
<<"'Prorogations : That it ſhould conſiſt of Kaen; Half of them to be of 


2 
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the One Opinion, and Half of the Other: : And that they ſhould meet 
en Bo hor ne at a Cock, ION 222 the Seventh's Chappel. - 


The 


C SEG * Ky : - YN - 
r CO on a. x Hz : : 


—  ——————T —_ ———— 


2 


——U : — 


The Moderation of that part of the Houſe, which vaſtly ** the 
Other in Numbers, appear d very remarkably in the appointing this Com- 
mittee; as on Other Accounts, ſo particularly on This, that they allow'd 
a Certain Member to be of it, who was by his Iuſtructions, which he 

brought up with him, known to be reſtrain'd from Conſenting to Inter- 
| meaiate Adjourmments. 

When the Committee met at the appointed Time, the Greateſt Part of 
the Houſe was alſo preſent, to hear the Debates, and attend the Event of 
it; which was, what all Good Men Wiſt'd : For they agreed, Nemine 
Contradicente, to make the following Report tothe Houſe, in their next 12 
fon, on Ti burſday the12th. | 


The Report of the Committee appointed to Conſider of an 1 
about the Prorogation of this Houſe, that may tend to compoſe the pre- 
fent difference in that matter. 


PRESEN Fs 
Dr. Hooper. Dr. Beveridge. 
Dr. Jane. Dr. HAayh. 
Dr. Aldrich. | Dr. Willis. 
Dr. Atterbury. 'Dr. Kenner. 
Mr. Moor. Dr. Trimnel. 
Dr. Binks. Dr. Prideaux. 
Mr. Needham. Dr. Green. 
Dr. Wynn. Mr. Lloyd. 


It is the Unanimous Opinion of this Committee, 

I. That, in Order to an Accommodation, no Forms of Prorogation 
ſhall be us'd by the Prolocutor hereafter, that were not us'd by the Prolo- 
cutor before the laſt Convocation. 

II. That the Forms of Prorogation us'd by the Prolocutor in the Con- 
vocations of 1586, and 1588, ſhall hereafter be uſed by the Prolocutor, 
in the Order they lie in the Books; beginning with the firſt, until they are 
all gone through, | 
III. That theſe Forms ſhall be pronounc'd by the Prolocutor, whea the 
Houſe agrees, that their Buſineſs is over. 

Every Body, who was preſent at this Tranſaction, ſeem'd to go off ex- 

treamly pleas d with the Succeſs of it; as promifing themſelves, that the 

dars was now at an End, which had hitherto divided the Two Hou- 
fes of Convocation, and bindred them from proceeding on Buſineſs of 
greater Importance. The Conduct of Dr. Beveriage, and Dr. Hayley, were 

particularly applauded in this Matter; who were very Inſtrumental in 
bringing on the Accommodation of this Day, and in tempering the Harſh- 
Propoſals of ſome of the Members on Their ſide of the Queſtion, which 
had like to have prevented it. But their Prudence and Moderation pre- 
vail'd ;, and, at laſt, brought the whole Committee to joyn Unanimouſly in 
thoſe Votes which I have ſeat you, without expreſſing the leaſt Diſſatis- 
faction at any Syllable contain'd in them. 

Lou may imagine, how I, in particular, reliſ'd- this Agreement, and 
how impatient I was to have i it reported to the Houſe, and ratify'd by it, 
- at its next Sy nodick Seſſion. But before That came on, it was whiſper'd 

about the Town, That the Diſſenting Members, who had hitherto oppos'd 

- the Lower Houſe Claims, were a not to comply WI! it; and it was 


ſaid, 
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ſaid, That they had particular Inſtructions from their Superiors, to this Purpoſe. 
1 was One of thoſe who gave no Credit to this Report, till the Manner of Open- 
ing the Seſſion, on Thurſday, convinced me that it wasnotaltogether Groundleſs. 

It pleas'd God, that on the preceding Day, the late Prolocutor, the Dean of 
Sarum, was taken ſo Ill, as to be diſabled from attending. Upon conſulting 
Precedents, it was found, that the Prolocutor was always us'd in ſueh Caſes, to 
appoint a Deputy to preſide for him, pro hac vice, with the Conſent of the 
Houſe. Thelaſt Inſtance of this kind, of which a Formal and Full Entry hap- 
pens to remain in the Recordsof the Lower Houſe, is as follows. | 

2 Mai) 1640. Dominus Prolocutor apud eſus eAides in Weſtminſter, Me Preſente 
Li. e. Fiſher, the Aqtuary] conſtituit & ordinavit Doftorem Bargrave, & Dotto- 
rem Nevil, & eorum alterum, conjunttim & diviſim, pro ſe, & ejus nomine, pro hac 
Seſſione, ad legend” Preces in Domo Inferiori, & Votum & Suffragium ſuum reddert 
pro Prorogatione prox. ſequenti. Et factâ declaratione Conſtitutionis hujuſmodi Clers 
Domus Inferioris, Cleri eandem approbarunt, & conſentierunt. Et tunc Domini Con- 
tinuarunt & Prorogarunt uſque ad & in diem Martis prox. inter Horas 2 & 4 poſt 
HMeridiem. | | | | 

The Contemporary Regiſter of the Upper Houſe is preſerv'd Entire, and ſhews, 
that Their Conſent to this Subſtitution was neither Ask'd, nor Given. 

This Precedent the Dean of Sarum guiding himſelf by, deputed the Dean of 
Chriſt- Church to Officiate for him, on Thurſday, by an [nſtrument which ran in 
theſe Terms. 

Die Jovis, 12 die Menſis Febr. 1701. juxta, &c. In Hoſpitio Domini Pro- 

locutoris, infra Parochiam Sancta Margaretæ, Weſtminſter ; preſente me 
Thoma Rous, Notario Publico. | ; 

Quibus die & Loco dlictus Dominus Prolocutor Cunſtituit & Ordinavit Henricum 
Aldrich, S. T. P. Decanum Adi, Chriſti Oxon, ad legend preces pro Hac Seſ- 
ſione, & cætera Exequenda quoram Executio ab eo delegari pote fllt. 

Upon comparing this Inſtrument with the Act of 1640, before tranſcrib'd, 
you will obſerve, how Induſtriouſſy all the Expreſſions of it were avoided, 
which might any ways give a Jealouſie to the Diſſenting Members, or tend to- 
wards the Reviving a Diſpute, which now ſeem'd to be happily Quieted. For 
all Care was taken to ſmooth the Way towards the Report, which was that Morn- 
ing to be made. ES] on . 

The AQuary brought this Paper to the Houſe, about Ten a Clock, and read 

it, by Conſent. After which the Dean of Chriſt. Church proceeding to ſay 
Prayers, was interrupted by a Member, who declar'd, That he and ſeveral 

Others, could not agree to a Sub-Prolocuor*s Acting, as ſuch, without the Arch- 

biſhop's Approbation. It was anſwer'd by a Member on the Other ſide of the 

Houſe, (who foreſaw, that if we enter'd into a Diſpute on this Head, the Re- 
port would be loſt ;) that there was no Deſign of making a Common Reſerendary 

between the Two Houſes, without Conſulting his Grace; but that in the mean 
time Prayers might go forward. It was agreed they ſhould ; and as ſoon as 
they were ended, the Houſe ſeenr'd univerſally inclin'd to ſend a Meſlage up to 
the Archbiſhop, to acquaint him with the Deputation, which they had made. In 

Order to it, it was requiſite that Dr. Aldrich ſhould take the Chair, and Colle& 
the Senſe of the Houſe in this Matter, which could not otherwiſe be Regularly 
known. He was no ſooner in it, and going to put the Queſtion, hut that ſeve- 
ral of the Members roſe up from their Seats, and in a very diſorderly manner, 
forbid the putting of any Queſtion, or entring on any Debate, till the Sub- Pr 
locutor was approvd. They were told, that it was purely with a Deſign of 

| | | 3: ending 
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| \ | ſending up for ſuch an Approbation, that the Chair. was now taken, and that, 
; as ſoon as the Vote for a Meſſage was made, it ſhould immediately be quitted ; 1 
and that the Houſe took this complying Step, merely to ſhew their ſincere In- a 
clinations to Peace; for they were, tho' roughly ſatisfy'd of their Right to de- 
pute a Prolocutor, in ſuch an Exigence as This, without acquainting his Grace, 
and the Biſhops, at all with it. To this purpoſe the Precedent was read out ot 
the Book of 1640, which then lay upon the Table; and the Members who op- 
pos d the Queſtion, were openly challeng'd to give any Account of it, that was 
conſiſtent with their preſent Proceedings. They were utterly at a Loſs for a 
Reply, and yet perſiſted with Vehemence in their Demand, that the Dean of 
Chriſt. Church ſhould relinquiſh the Chair: And when they were deſir'd to for- 
bear that Demand ſo long at leaſt, as till the Previous Point, about the General 
Right of the Houſe in ſuch Caſes, was debated and ſetled, (which they might 
ſalkely do, under a Proteſtation) they abſolutely refus'd to comply even with this 
Propoſal; and were ſo peremptory in their Manner of Rejecting it, as gave a 
Juſt Suſpicion, that they came Prepar'd for ſuch a Rupture, and ready to lay 
hold of any Color, or Pretence they could have for it. 3 
In the midſt of this Diſpute, Two of the Members took the Inſtrument of 
Subſtitution from the Table, and went up to the Biſhops with it. They had no 
Authority from the Houſe to go upon this: Errand, and yet both They, aad 
their Paper, were received Above; notwithſtanding the Rule, which had at 
other Times been made, of not Admitting any Meſſengers from below, with- 
out the Prolocutor. And the Coming up of theſe Members, with an Original 
Inſtrument, and Act of the Houſe, either imply'd ſuch a Meſſage; or, if it did 
not, was a Practice unfit to be countenanc'd. TH „ 
At laſt, notwithſtanding the Loud Oppoſition made to their Debates, the 
Houſe came to a Reſolution in Form, of ſending up ſome others of their Num- i 
ber, to give Notice to his Grace, and the Biſhops, of the Subftitution they had 
made. Theſe Meſſengers were not admitted; but, inſtead of it, an Order 
came down, that the Whole Lower Houſe ſhould attend immediately in Jerx- 
ſalem- Chamber. Whither as ſoon as they came, They were told, to this Effect; 
That a Paper of Conſequence had been lodg'd there, which required ſome 
<« time to conſider of it; and therefore his Grace had determin'd to Adjourn 
ce the Convocation till Saturday, [ Feb. 14.]: And immediately he commanded 
a Schedule of Diſmiſſion to be there read in their Preſence. © 
- This was every way a ſurprize to them. It defeated the Hopes they had en- 
tertain'd of hearing the Report made from the Committe of Accommodation, and of 
receiving an Anſwer in Writing (which their Lordſhips had ſolemnly pro- 
mis'd on this day) to a Complaint preferr'd by them in the Laſt Seſſion, againſt 
the Biſhopof Sarum. There could be nothing wanting (even in their Lordſhips 
Judgment) but his Graces Conſent to the Subſtitution of the Dean of Chrif#-Church, 
ia order to a Diſpatch of theſe Important Affairs, which were then Ripe for 
the Lower Ho uſes Conſideration : But wichout any Reaſon aſſign'd that Conſent 
was refuſed them. And yet the Precedent of 1640 is ſo plain, that it could not be 
imagin'd how theirLordſhips ſhould want Time to determine theirOpinions upon 
it; eſpecially, ſince (it was ſaid, that) One of the Biſhops, as well vers'd in ſuch 
Matters, as any of the Order, had freely declared his Opinion, that the Low- 
er Houfe had done nothing in this Caſe, but what they could juſtify. But that, 
which moſt troubled them, was, the Unuſual manner of Adjourning both Houſes 
together; a Practice, which they thought, manifeſtly tended to the deſtruction 
of their Rights, as a Separate Houſe; and which was never, that they knew of 
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attempted ſince the Sratute of Sub» iſſion, till the Laſt Convoc ation; unleſs, when 
1 there was a Concurrent Adjaurnment, or Prorogat ion of the Parliament. S0 a- 
a bout forty two of their Members went down to H. the 7ths. Chappel; the Sub- 
Prolocutor took the Chair, and with their Conſent, intimated an Adjournment 
to the ſame Day, to which my Lords the Biſhops had Ad jouru'd. 

On Friday the Prolucutor dy'd : His Death put an end to the Queſtion, a- 
bout the Power of Deputing; and they reſolv'd, if it were poſſible, not to ſtart 
any New ones: and therefore, when they met on Saturday morning, did not 
form themſelves into an Houſe, but went up to the Jeruſalem-Chamber in a 
Body to acquaint his Grace and .the Biſhops with-what had hapened. As ſoon 
as their Lordſhips Prayers were over (in which the Lower Clergy joyt'd)) an 
Honourable Perſon, who had been pitched upon, to make the Report of the 
Prolocutor's Death, began to do it; when the Archbiſhop addreſs'd himſelf 
to the Clergy,much after the following Manner ; ” That he was ſurpriz'd at the 
* News he heard of the Prolocutor's Deceaſe ; that, on Munday and Thurſday 

next, the Dean and Chapter of Weſtminſter would have Occaſion for the 
| & Jeruſalem Chamber; that oa Aſhwedneſday the Conyocation could not fit ; 
* and therefore he intended to Adjourn it till Thurſday : and ſo he ordered 
ce the Schedule to be read. 171 
This New Diſmiſſion encreaſed the uneaſineſs of the Clergy, who expected 
to have had ſome Directions about the time of Chooſing a New Prolocutor, the 
rather, becauſe it was now near ſeven Weeks ſince they firſt met, without be- 
ing able, in all that Time, to do any thing, which might anſwer the Expe- 
ctations of the World. The Firſt Fortnight, after the Election of a Prolocu- 
tor, had been ſpent in a long Adjournment, tho' the Clergy appeared on the 
very day of the Choyce in great Numbers. The five next Seſſions till Feb. 
the gth. were taken up in removing the Obſtructions, which ſome of their 
Lordſhips Favourites in the Lower Houſe, had lay'd in the way towards Buſi- 
# neſs: who were obſerv'd to have ſtudiouſly check'd and retarded every At- 
3 tempt that had been made for ſetting the Houſe at work, but never once to 
have offer'd any Motion of that kind themſelves. Nor indeed had my Lords 
the Biſhops been pleas'd in all this time, to propoſe any thing to the Clergy, 
beſides an Addreſs and a Committe for inſpecting a Journal, which had been late- 
1y diſcover'd : tho' their Lordſhips have been ſaid often in Print to be under 
an Apprehenſion, that No Buſineſs could Regularly be Entred upon by the Cler- 
gy, which was not firſt Recommended by the Upper Houſe ro them. Theſe 
Reflections, I ſay, added to the Adjournment, now Publiſh!d till Thurſday, 
without any Intimation, that the Clergy ſhould even then be allow'd to pro- 
ceed in the Choyce of their Prolocutor, gave them Freſh and Juſt Matter of 
Diſquiet : For they began now to look upon Adjournments, as Informa- 
tions only of the Time at which they were next to attend, in order 
to be further . inform'd of ſome other day, which was then to be ap- 
pointed, for juſt ſuch another fruitleſs Attendance. But their Complaints 
were at preſent ſtifled by what they now heard of the Neceſſity, which the Dean 
and Prebendarys were under of meeting Capirularly in the Jeruſalem Chamber, on 
Monday and T ucſday next, (and preciſely, it ſeems, at the Time of the Synodic 
- Seſſion) which was an Excuſe for this laſt Delay, that they were no ways then 
prepar'd to reply to. Should they, when they meet again on Thurſday, be once 
more ad journ'd to St. Pauls, in order to make the Choice of their Prolocutor 
more ſolemn; and when that is done, be graciouſly allow'd another Fortnight, to 
prepare what they have to ſay, at his Preſentation: much more, ſhould their 
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5periors interpoſe, with an gb Hand, to prevent and quaſh the Election it 
ſelf; (which is, I aſſure you, a Scheme, that a right Reverend Perſon was, this 
very morning, full of) ſuch a management would clearly open a Scene, that 
hath hitherto been artificially cover'd; and ſhew, that a ſetled Reſolution is 
taken, of rendring Convocations inſignificant and uſeleſs. But theſe are Jea- 


louſys only, which the next Synodical Day will either ſcatter, 


of hab, or confirm; and 
when that is over, you ſhall hear further from me. a | 
When the Convocation was up, I retir'd, to ſend you this Account ; and, af- 


ter drawing it, finding that I had ſtill ſome Hours before me ere the Poſt went 


away, reſolv'd to employ them, in enquiring, what the Right and Uſage of the 
Lower Houſe had perpetually been, in the Point of deputing a Subprolocutor. 
I conſulted the Journals, and took the trouble of Tranſcribing from thence all 


the Precedents that remain there, on this Head; and upon a Survey of them, 


found that, for near 150 Years paſt, there is no One Inſtance of the Confirmation of 
ſuch a Deputy Above; nor any Ground, or Colour, to believe, that the Bi- 
ſhops at all intermeddled with it. I know your Curioſity in ſuch Matters, and 
will therefore give you the Precedents Verbatim, according to the Order of 
Time in which they lie; and leave you to judge upon the whole, how Impre- 
per an Occaſion ſome of the Lower Houſe Members took, of breaking in upon 
the Debates and Orders of the Houſe, and how hard they were put to't, to 
find - a Way, evading the Report from the Committee, which was then ready to 
be made. | Fe | | 5 | 
Apr.5.1554.The Extracts from theLower Houſe-Book ſays that theProlocutor 
andSeven more were appointed to go down to Oxford, and diſpute with Cranmer 
&c. Et quia prædictus Prolocutor non potuit adeſſe dictæ Convocation, ſubſtituit Nich. 
Harpsfield,& Joh. Wimbleſey, conjunctim & diviſim in loco ſuo. Of which Subſtitu- 
tion there is not a Word in the Upper Houſe Journal (inſerted entirely into 
Bonner's Regiſter,) though the Biſhops were ſiting on that Day, in which it was 
made. The Prolocutor was abſent for Three Seſſions, till Apr. 27. And all 


that while, an Unconfirm'd Deputy preſided for him in the Lower Houſe, faid 


prayers there, and ad journ'd it. , hook 
On the 4th of May, in the ſame Convocation, the ſame Extracts from the 


Lower Houſe-Book ſay, that OMNES de Clere conſenſerunt ut quæcun- 


que Subſtitutiones eorum Nomimbus factæ fir mæ per manerent ad OMNIA Expe- 
dienda in illa Do no, ac ſi Subſtituentes præſentes eſſent. Et Statutum eſt quod qui- 
cunque hujus Domus in futurum preſentes poſſent ſel gere quoſcunque eis placuerit ex Uni- 
ver ſitatibus Oxon. & Cantab. ad int ereſſendꝰ cum ipſis negotiis quibuscunq, in hat Domo 
Expediendis, Et promiſerunt de Rato &C. Et ibi inſeruntur multi de Clero, qui ſub- 


ſtituerunt ſuos Proc ur atores. I produce this Paſſage, only as an Afirmance of the 


Clergy's Right to appoint a Sub- Prolocutor, which they had before Exerted, 
in this very Synod ; and do here, under the Words, Omnes, and Omnia, mani- 
feſtly include. And I mention it the rather, becauſe tt is on this General Pow- 
er of Subſtitution, Eſſential to the Lower Houſe, that the Power of appointing a 
Subprolocutor is founded. And here too the Upper Houſe Regiſter is totally ſilent. 
Another Covocation far, on Nov: 13. 1554. And this Note occurrs, in the 
Acts of it. Memoranda quod 28. Nov. Dictus Prolocutor ſubſtituit Loco ſuo, du- 
rante ejus Abſentia, Magiſtros Hug. Weſton, Nich. & Joh. Harpsfeild, conjar- 
ctim Gdiviſim, ad exercend Officium Prolocutoris. This is plac'd at the very end 
of the Extras from the Biſhop's Journal of this Convocation, and ſeems to 


have been taken from the Concurrent Lower Houſe-Book, which then lay be- 


receding 


ſore the Extracter, and which he appears to have tranſcrib'd in the p 5 
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and ſubſequent Convocations: for how elſe comes it to be ſet here, and not to have 
: been inſerted in the Act of Nov.28. where we meet with nothing, but a bare Con- 
tinuation ? Suppoſe there were any Doubt, as to this Inſtance, yet can there be 
none, as to all theſe that follow. For again, #6 01 
16 Dec. 1555. The Extract from the Lower Houſe Act ſpeaks thus, Ouo die 
dlictus Prolocutor ſubſtituit Loco ſuo, Magiſtr. Cole & Harpsfield, without any 
Intimation, that the Clergy ſent up, to have this Subſtitution appro vl. 
234 Feb. 1562. The Archbiſhop and Twelve other Biſhops Preſent, Surropas 
tum Prolocutoris ( ditto Prolocutore abſente) & Clerum Domus Inferioris ad ſe accer- 
Fri juſſerunt, ac coram eis pablice legi fecerunt [The Book of Subſidy & CT] Cu. 
Clerus Domus Inferiaris Conſenſum & Aſſenſum ſuos unanimiter Exhibuerunt. Buſi- 
neſs of great Importance was done this day in the Upper Houſe; where the 
Lower Clergy appear, we find, with a Subprolocutor at the Head of them; who 
is ſtyPd ſo, even before he came up: nor do the Acts hint any ways that the 
Archbiſhop confirm'd him; tho' we have them, extended at length, as they lay 
in the Original Regiſter. 5 
| 23 Novemb. 1586. Precibus finitis (ſays the Lower Clergy's Journal) Dr. 
 Bulleyn, Dean of Litchfield, Nomine Domini Prolocutoris, intimavit omnibus preſen- 
tibus hujus modi Convocationem eſſe cont inuatam uſque ad diem Veneris. Again, 
2 Dec. Dr. Goodman, Dean of Weſtminſter, Nomine Domini Prolocutoris, con- 
tinuavit hnjuſmodi Convocationem, Quoad hanc Domum, uſque ad & inter Horas 
1 & 2 poſt Merid. ejuſdem diei; & Prorogavit Locum hujuſmodi uſque ad & in Sa- 
cello, &c. A Good Abridgment of the Contemporary Regiſter of the Upper Houſe 
is preſerv'd; wherein an Account is given, folio by folio, of every thing, worth 
Obſervation, contained in it. But it mentions nothing of the Archbiſhop's ap- 
. proving either of theſe Subſtitutions. i 
The Precedent of May 2. 1640. I gave you before Page the third of theſe Pa- 5 5 
pers. There follows afterwards, in the ſame Lower Houſe Minutes. 
5 Maij. Domus Prolocutor Conſtituit, ut Supra, [That is, he made his Com- 
miſſarys to Adjourn, &c. as in the Laſt Seſſion, May 2.7] Et tunc Prorogata fu- 
it Seſſio uſque ad & in diem Veneris, viz. 8 Maij. Neither doth the Biſhop's 
Journal of this time, which we have Compleat, take Notice in the leaſt of 
this Deputation; though, in vertue of it, the Sub. Prolocutor adjourn'd to a 
different day from their Lordſhips: for the Synod was continued, Above, to 
Saturday, May the th. 9 8 Fa: 1 
In the Minutes of the Lower Houſe, after the Reſtoration, theſe Two Subſti- 
ons occur. or | | | 
14 June 1661; Subſtitutus eſt Decanus Ciceſtrenſis in Locum Prolocutoris, du- 
rante Abſentia ejuſdem. 5 Maij 1662, Dr. Frank Nominatur, & Eligitur in Vice 
Prolocutorem. And yet from the Entire Regiſter of the Upper Houſe, happily 
of late retrieved, we cannot learn that what was done Below, in either of theſe 
Inſtances, was notified to the Archbiſhop, for his Conſent and Approbation. 
You will obſerve alſo, that the Words [durante abſentia ejuſdem] here us'd by 
the Clergy's Actuary, are the ſame that we find in the Act of 28 Nov. 15 543 
which makes it ſtill ſomewhat more Probable, that it was tranſcrib'd from 
the Lower Houſe Journals; where the Notaries trace the Phraſe of their Pre- 
deceſſors, and employ it upon the like Occaſions. 3 
You have now, Sir, before you, in the Point which I am conſidering, Nine, 
or Ten Expreſs Precedents for the Power of the Lower Houſe, Exclulive for 
ought appears of the Upper; which are All, I believe, that are any where 
Extant, Within the Period, from whence I reckon. Before this indecd, there 
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ought appears of the Upper; which are All, I believe, that are any Where 
Extant, within the Period, from whence I reckon. Before this indeed, there 
is One, and but One Inſtance, [Elder than the Act of Submiſſion], where a 
Sub. Prolocutor is plainly appointed, by the Common Conſent of the Whole 
Convocation, For : 7-5 5 

3 Apr. 1533. The words of the Upper Houſe Extract are — Domus Pro- 
locutor D. Wolman fr mavit ſe Agrotum eſſe, & petiit, ut, durante Infirmit ate 
ejus, Magiſter Fox, ſi vallet adeſſe, vel Mag. Bell, exerceret Officium ſuum; & 
conceſſum eſt. Another Extract from the ſame Regiſter, gives this further Ac- 
count of it——* Which done, the Prolocutor, being Sick, defired that Mr. Fox, 
« Archdeacon of Leyceſter, and Mr. Bell, Archdeacon of Glouceſter, might be 
ce Subſtituted in this Place. Ad cujus Petitionem dictus Dominus Præſidens, cum 
* Conſenſu Dominor Epiſcopor', & Prælator', &, Cleri, tunc præſentium Licen- 


e tiavit dictum Ri. Wolmannum abeſſe pro Tempore Infirmatis ſue, &c. The Pro- 


locutor and Clergy were Preſent in the Upper Houſe, upon another Occaſion: 
and there he pleaded his Inability to attend the Service of the Convocation, and 
was excus'd from it, and allow'd to make subſtitutes, by Common Conſent. 
The truth is, he ſeems to have been Sick of the New Archbiſhop, and of the 
Buſineſs which was then going forward; and, for that End, to have deſired a 
Formal Diſmiſſion: and therefore appears not ever afterwards to have taken 


the Chair, throughout this Convocation, tho? it laſted ſtill on, for ſeveral 
Years. Whom Fox, whom he deputed with ſuch Solemnity, comes before the Bi- 


ſhops, we find him styl'd Prolocutor admiſſus; a Phraſe that we never after this, 
meet with in the Records of Convocation; becauſe there was never the like Oc- 
caſion for it; thoꝰ Sub-Prolocutors were, as I have ſhewn, in ſucceeding Times, 
frequently made. But receiving their Delegation trom Below only, they are not 
ſaid to be Admitted [j. e. Approv'dJ Above; no, not even when they appeared 
there upon Synodical Buſineſs; as in the Inſtance of 1562, before produc'd. 80 
that this Precedent inſtead of Hurting the Right Contended for, rather Con- 


firms it; and. the Perpetual Series of the Others, which I have reckon'd up, af- 
ter this time, amounts to a Demonſtration of it. n ate 4s 

What is ſaid of the Commons not having ſuch a Power as the Clergy plead for, ſignifies nothing: 
for neither have the Commons in Parliament a Power of appearing by Proxy, tho' the Repreſenta- 
tive Clergy in Convocation certainly have; and upon it the Right of their Chief Member to 
make a Subſtitute is founded. This is objected by the Aﬀerter of the Archbiſhop's Sole Power 
(p- 67.) But the Obſettion comes with a very ill Grace from im, who denys expreliy that there 
js any Parallel between the Two Conſtitutions 3 and had told us before, that he would not inter- 
meddle in the Uſages of Parliament, which are Sacred Things, and not to be ayplyd without Pre- 
ſumption to any other Body, or Society of Men: (p. 24.) tho now he hath conyeniently forgotten 
his own Reſpectiul Maxime. „„ 5 „ | 

It was little Vnlucky therefore, that the Diſſenting Members of the Lower Houſe, ſhould ſin- 
gle out Ibis Point to break with their Brethren vpoo, at the very time that all things were pre- 
paring for a Cloſure; and ftrange, that my Lord's Grace ſhould ſo far liſten to Their Suggeſtions, 
as to put off the Buſineſs of Convocation (which was Greater, in this Seſſion, than in All the 
Preceding ones), till this New Difficulty was clear'd. They that begin a Diſpute (I ſpeak of 
my Fellow- Presbyters) juft ready to be laid aſlee p, upon ſuch Groundleſs Pretences as theſe, will 
thought to intend nothing fo much, as that it ſhould never be ended. Wh 117 

You find, Sir, that the very Interruption of Synodical Buſineſs, gives me an Opportunity of 
being larger in my Accounts tha, nI us d to be; for the leſs we have to do, the more Leiſure I 
have to write to you ; and ſhall for the future, employ it accordingiy. I only ask, in Re- 


turn, that you would let me know the Senſe of your Neighbouring Clergy on this Article 


and am, S I N, with great Reſpett, | LO SLES 
n if) AP 66 Your ever Faithful, | 
. and moſt humble Servant. 


London, Printed for John Nutt, near Stati:ners-Hall, 1702. 


* 


